Speech Draft in Beijing (27, May, 2018)
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Ladies and gentlemen,
Hello, I am Yoshihiro Hayasaka, a member of the Tokyo Metropolitan

Assembly.



I am here to invite you to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics,
which will be held only in 2 years. Tokyo will be the first city
holding the Paralympics twice. I wanted to issue invitation letters to
all of you here, but it turned out that Japanese politicians are not
allowed to distribute vouchers under the Public Offices Election Act
of Japan. So I am sorry but I could not hand them out. However, I
sincerely wish that all of you to come to the Tokyo Olympics and
Paralympics for our friendship at your own expense.

Today, to help you getting ready to the upcoming 2020 Tokyo Olympics
and Paralympics, I would like to tell you how Tokyo is evolving to
host the event.
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Remembering the first Tokyo Olympics in 1964, which is 54 years ago,
Tokyo’ s infrastructure dramatically evolved at that time. The Olympics
was the driving force of the city’ s economic growth. One of the
innovations was, as you all may know, the Shinkansen Super Express
Train, or so called “Bullet Train” .

The distance between Tokyo, the Capital, and the country’ s second
largest city, Osaka, is 600 kilometers or 400 miles, which is almost
the same distance between Los Angeles and San Francisco in the United
States, or between Paris and Geneva in Europe, or a half of the distance
between Beijing and Shanghai in China. Before Shinkansen arrived, it

used to take 6 and a half hours via express train to travel between



the two cities, but now it takes only 2 and a half hours via Shinkansen.
We often make a joke about that the convenience of Shinkansen has
ruined businessmen’ s afterwork pleasure as they no longer need to
stay overnight for a business trip from Tokyo to Osaka; they now have
to make a day trip.

Incidentally, it takes 4 hours from Tokyo to Beijing via airplane.
Going forward, I secretly wish that it would not become as short trip

as Tokyo to Osaka via Shinkansen.
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Back to the topic. Today, Shinkansen carries four hundred and fifty



thousand passengers a day, or 160 million people a year. Each year, it
makes (1 trillion 200 billion Japanese yen, or ) 11 billion US dollars,
or 70 billion Chinese yuan. Shinkansen is only one of many 1964
Olympic’ s legacies. There are an uncountable number of infrastructure
developments triggered by the 1964 Olympics such as highways, trains
services, and a wide spread of color televisions. We still benefit
from the legacy even after 54 years. Olympics games could bring an

enormous impact to the host city.
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Now, let me foresee what the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics would
bring to the city. Conventional infrastructure such as new highways,
trains, as well as more recent technologies such as self-driving cars
would be introduced. I would think, however, that the success of the
2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics would lie on what is inside those
infrastructure than infrastructure itself.

Today, nearly 30 percent of Japanese population is over 65 years old.
It is projected that the senior population will account for nearly 40
percent of the population by 2065. That is nearly one out of 2 and a
half people are elderlies. The increased number of seniors, or

elderlies, means that there will be more people with disabilities.
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Let us look at the differences between a Japanese stadium and a stadium
in the United States.

Tokyo Dome is one of the most prominent baseball stadiums in Japan.
The stadium has 46 thousand seats in total. However, only 12 seats are
accessible to people on a wheel chair. On the other hand, Yankee

Stadium in New York City has 50 thousand seats in total, and there are

one thousand seats for people on a wheel chair. These are about quantity.
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Then, we need to talk about quality. Each wheel chair user accessible
seat comes with a seat for a care giver. In case of Tokyo Dome, the
care giver seat is located behind the wheel chair seat. In contrast,
in the case of Yankee Stadium, the care giver seat is located right

next to the wheel chair seat
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There is a major difference between having those seats side by side or
front and back. When you enjoy watching a baseball game or going to a
concert with your family or loved ones, none of you would expect to
sit on seats front and back. You expect to sit right next to them. The
seat behind you is for someone unrelated to you. Just being older and
having bad knees or being not able to walk on your feet for any reason
does not mean that you can no longer enjoy those events with your loved
ones. Infrastructure in Tokyo must evolve rather quickly to become

accessible and enjoyable to people with a wide variety of needs.
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I believe that the legacy of 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics would
be social inclusion, which means that anybody living in Tokyo could
share joyful time with their loved ones regardless one’ s disability,

age, gender or the country of their origin.
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As you all know, Beijing will be hosting the 2022 winter Olympics and
Paralympics. Beijing will be the very first city which will experience

both the summer and winter Olympics. I am looking forward to seeing



what kind of development Beijing would have in the wake of the second
Olympics and Paralympics in such a short timeframe. We might receive
official invitation letters from them, which I could not bring to you | 10
today, as regulations of China and Japan would be different.

All right, everyone, it is time to say good-by for now. I sincerely

wish to see you all again at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics.

It was a great pleasure to talk to you today. Thank you so mach.



